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well  becomes  the  wifdom  of  a  great  nation, 
having  been  highly  fuccefsful  in  their  foreign 
wars,  and  added  a  large  extent  of  country  to 
their  dominions  ;  to  con  Oder  with  a  critical 
attention,  their  internal  (fate,  left  their  profperity 
fhould  deftroy  them. 

Great-Britain,  at  this  day, .  is  arrived  to  an 
heighth  of  glory  and  wealth,  which  noEuropean 
nation  hath  ever  reached,  fince  the  decline  cf  the 
Roman  empire.  Every  body  knows,  that  it  is 
not  indebted  to  itsfelf  alone,  for  this  envied  pow¬ 
er  :  That  it’s  colonies,  placed  in  a  diftant  quarter 
of  the  earth,  have  had  their  ihare  of  efficiency, in 
its  late  fuccefies  ;  as  indeed  they  have  aiio  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  advancing  and  increafmg  its  grandeur 
from  their  very  firft  beginnings. 

In  the  forming  and  fettling  therefore  the  in¬ 
ternal  polity  of  the  kingdom  ;  thefe  have  reafon 
to  expefi,  that  their  intereft  fhould  be  confidered 
and  attended  to  ;  that  their  rights,  if  they  have 
any,  fhould  be  preferved  to  them  :  and  that  they 
fhould  have  no  realon  to  complain,  tnat  they  have 
been  lavifh  of  their  blood  and  treafure  in  the  late 
war,  only  to  bind  the  fhackle^  of  flaveiy  on 
themfelves  and  their  children. 
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No  people  have  been  more  wifely  jealous  of 
their  liberties  and  privileges,  than  the  Britifh  nati¬ 
on.  It  is  obferved  by  Vattel,  that  “  their  prefent 
happy  conftitution  hath  coft  them  feas  of  blood  ; 
but  they  have  not  purchafed  it  too  dear.” 

The  colonies,  making  a  part  of  this  great  Em¬ 
pire,  having  the  lame  Britifh  rights  inherent  in 
them,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  itfelf  ;  they 
cannot  be  disfranchifed,  or  wounded  in  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  but  the  whole  bod)'  politic,  mult  in  the 
end  feel  with  them. 

The  writer  of  this,  being  a  native  of  anEnglifli 
colony, will  take  it  for  granted  ;  that  the  colonies 
are  not  the  meer  property  of  the  mother  ftate  ; 
that  they  have  the  fame  rights  as  otherBritifh  fub- 
jefts.  He  will  alfo  fuppofe,  that  no  defign  is 
formed  to  enflave  them  ;  and  that  the  juftice  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  will  finally  do  right,  to  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  their  dominions. 

Thefe  things  preluppofed,  he  intends  to  confi- 
cler  the  late  aft,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  entitled,  An  Act  j  or  granting 
certain  duties  in  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantati¬ 
ons  in  America,  C’-  to  fhow  the  real  fubjefts 
of  grievance  therein  to  the  Colonifis  ;  and  that 
the  intercft  of  Great-Britain  itfelf  may  finally  be 
greatly  affefted  thereby.  There  is  the  more  ica- 
fon  that  this  freedom  fhould  be  indulged  after  the 
aft  is  pafTed  ;  inafmuch  as  the  colonies,  though 
greatly  interefted  therein,  had  no  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  while  it  was  pending. 

The  firfl  objection  is,  that  a  tax  is  thereby  laid 
on  feveral  commodities,  to  be  railed  and  levied  in 

the 


the  plantations,  and  to  be  remitted  home  to  Eng¬ 
land.  This  is  efteemed  a  grievance,  inafmuch  as 
the  fame  are  laid,  without  the  confent  of  the  re- 
prelentatives  of  the  colonies.  It  is  efteemed  an 
effential  Britifti  right,  that  no  perfon  lhall  befuh- 
je<5t  to  any  tax ;  but  what  in  perfon,  or  by  his 
reprefentative,  he  hath  a  voice  in  laying.  The 
Britifti  parliament,  have  many  times  vindicated 
this  right,  againft  the  attempts  of  Kings  to  invade 
it.  And  though  perhaps  it  may  be  laid,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons,  in  a  large  fenfe,  are  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  colonies,  as  well  as  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Great-Britain  :  yet  it  is  certain  that  thefe 
have  no  voice  in  their  election.  Nor  can  it  be 
any  alleviation  of  their  unhappinefs  ;  that  if  this 
right  is  taken  from  them,  it  is  taken  by  that  body, 
who  have  been  the  great  patrons  and  defenders  of 
it,  in  the  people  of  Great-Britain. 

Befides,  the  colonies  have  ever  fupported  a 
flibordinate  government  among  themfelves. 

Being  placed  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  capi¬ 
tal,  iris  abfolutcly  impoftlble  they  Ihouid  continue 
a  part  of  the  kingdom  in  the  fame  ienfe,  as  the 
corporations  there  are.  For  this  reafon,  from 
their  beginning  there  hath  been  a  fubordinate  1c- 
t>i  flat  lire  among  them,  fubject  to  the  controui  or 

p  °  r  J  , 

the  mother  (late:  and  from  tnc  ncceliity  or  the 
cafe,  there  mud:  have  been  fuch  ;  their  circum- 
flances  and  fituation  being  in  many  rcipecls  fo 
different  from  that  of  the  parent  f  ate,  they  could 
not  have  fubfifted  without  this.  Now  the  co¬ 
lonies  have  always  been  taxed  by  their  own  re- 
prefentatives,  and  in  their  rc.fpefiive  iegiflatures  : 
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and  haveiupported  an  entire  domeftic  government 
among  themfelves.  Is  it  juft  then,  they  fhould  be 
doubly  taxed  ?  That  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
bear  the  whole  charges  of  their  domeflic  govern¬ 
ment,  and  fhould  be  as  fubjeft  to  the  taxes  of  the 
Britiih  parliament,  as  thofe  who  have  no  domeftic 
government  to  iupport  ? 

The  reafon  given  for  this  extraordinary  taxati¬ 
on,  namely,  that  this  war  was  undertaken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  colonies,  and  that  they  ought 
therefore  to  be  taxed,  to  pay  the  charge  thereby 
incurred  ;  it  is  humbly  apprehended  is  without 
foundation.  For— 

(i.)  It  was  of  no  lefs  confequence  to  Great- 
Britain,  than  it  was  to  the  colonies,  that  thefe 
fhould  not  be  over-run,  and  conquered  by  the 
French.  Suppofe  they  had  prevailed,  and  gotten 
all  the  Englifh  colonies  into  their  pofTeflion  : 
How  long  v/ouldGreat-Britain  have  furvived  their 
fate  !  Put  the  cafe,  that  the  town  of  ' or tf mouth, 
or  any  other  fea-port  had  been  befieged,  and  the 
like  fums  expended  in  its  defence,  could  any  have 
thought  that  town  ought  to  be  charged  with  the 
expence  ? 

(2,)  The  colonies  contributed  their  full  pro¬ 
portion  to  thole  conquefts,  which  adorn  and  dig¬ 
nify  the  late  and  prefent  reign.  One  of  them  in 
particular,  railed  in  one  year  feven  thoufand  men 
to  be  commanded  by  his  Majefty’s  general  ;  be¬ 
tides  maintaining  many  guards  and  garrifons  on 
their  own  frontiers.  All  of  them  by  their  expen- 
ces  and  exertions  in  the  late  war,  have  incurred 
heavy  debts,  which  it  will  take  them  many  years 
to  pay.  (3.)  Th 
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(3-)  The  colonies  are  no  particular  gainers  by 
thefe  acquifitions.  None  of  the  conquered  ter¬ 
ritory  is  annexed  to  them.  All  are  acquifitions 
accruing  to  the  Crown.  On  account  of  their 
commerce ,  they  are  no  gainers :  The  northern 
colonies  are  even  fufferers  by  thefe  ceffions.*  It 
is  true  they  have  more  fecurity,  from  having  their 
throats  cut  by  the  French,  while  the  peace  lafis : 
but  lo  have  alfo  all  his  Majeffy’s  fubjefts. 

(4.)  Great  Britain  gaineth  immenfely  by  thefe 
acquifitions.  The  command  of  the  whole  Ame¬ 
rican  fur  trade,  and  the  increaied  demand  for 
their  woolen  manufa&ures  from  their  numerous 
new  fubje<5ts,in  a  country  too  cold  to  keep  fheep: 
Thefe  are  fuch  immenfe  gains,  as  in  a  commercial 
tight,  would  refund  the  kingdom,  if  every  far¬ 
thing  of  the  expence  of  reducing  Canada,  were 
paid  out  of  the  Exchequer. 

But  to  fay  the  truth,  it  is  not  only  by  the  tax¬ 
ation  itfelf,  that  the  colonifis  deem  themfelves  ag¬ 
grieved  by  the  aft  we  are  confidering.  For — 

2.  The  power  therein  given  to  courts  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  alarms  them  greatly.  The  common  law  is 
the  birth-right  of  every  fubjeft  :  and  trial  by  jury 
a  moft  darling  priviledge.  So  deemed  our  ances¬ 
tors  in  ancient  times,  long  before  the  colonies 
were  begun  to  be  planted.  Many  ftruggles  had 
they  with  courts  of  admiralty,  which  like  the  ele¬ 
ment  they  taxe  their  name  from,  have  divers  times 

attempted 

*  I  defire  this  may  Dot  be  mifunderftood.  Tn  this  view  I  fappofc 
them  fufferers,  namely,  that  as  the  .WefMpdies  were  not  large 
eno’  to  take  off  the  produce  the  northern  colonies  could  export 
to  them,  before  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  now  that  country  is 
added,  it  makes  the  difproportioo  much  greater. 


attempted  to  innundate  the  land.  Hence  the  fta~ 
tutes  of  Richard  2J,  of  Henry  4th,  and  divers  o- 
ther  public  afts  :  Hence  the  watchful  eye,  -the 
reverend  fages  of  the  common  law  have  kept  over 
thefe  courts.  Now  by  the  aff  we  are  confider- 
ing,  the  colonifts  are  deprived  of  thefe  privileges : 
Of  the  common  law,  for  thefe  judges  are  fup- 
pofed  to  be  connufant  only  of  the.  civil  law  : 
Of  juries,  for  all  here  is  put  in  the  bread:  of  one 
man.  He  judges  both  law  and  fa<5t,  and  his 
decree  is  final  ;  at  leaif  it  cannot  be  rcverfed  on 
this  fide  the  atlantic.  In  this  particular,  the  co- 
loniffs  are  put  under  a  quite  different  law  from 
all  the  reft  of  the  king’s  fubje&s  :  Jurifdiftion,  is 
no  where  elfe  given  to  courts  of  admiralty,  of 
matters  fo  foreign  from  their  connufance.  In 
fome  things  the  colonifts  have  been  long  fubjeft  to 
this  cruel  yoke,  and  have  indeed  fully  experienced 
its  galling  nature.  Loud  complaints  have  been 
long  made  by  them  of  the  oppreflions  of  thefe 
courts,  their  exorbitant  fees,  and  the  little  juftice 
the  fubjett  may  expeft  from  them  in  cafes  of 
feizures.  Let  me  mention  one  thing  that  is 
notorious  ;  Thefe  courts  have  affumed  (I  know 
not  by  what  law)  a  commiflion  of  five  per 
cent  to  the  judge  on  all  feizures  condemned.  What 
chance  does  the  fubjeft-  ftand  for  his  right  upon 
the  beft  claim,  when  the  judge,  condemning,  is  to 
have  an  hundred,  or  perhaps  five  hundred  pounds, 
and,  acquitting,  lefs  than  twenty  fhiilings  ?  If  the 
colonifts  ihouid be  thought  partial  witnefics  in  this 
cafe,  let  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great- Britain, 
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who  have  had.  the  misfortune  to  be  fuitors,  or  to 
have  any  bufinefs  in  thefe  dreadful  courts,  be  en¬ 
quired  of. 

There  have  been  times,  when  the  legiflature  of 
Great-Britain  appeared  to  be  as  fenfible  of  the  bad 
conduct  of  thefe  courts,  as  we  are  now.  I  mean 
when  the  ilatute  of  6  Ann,  chap.  37>  an(^  f°me 
later  ones  to  the  fame  purpofe,were  made,  where-  i 

in  the  remedy  they  have  given,  is  as  extraordinaiy 
as  the  power  given  thole  courts.  1  or  in  thole 
ftatutes,  the  judge  of  admiralty  is  fubjected  to  a 
penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered 
ay  the  asgrieved  fuitor,  at  common  law.  I  licit; 
only  refer  to  cafes  of  prizes,  and  give  no  remedy  j 

in  cafes  of  feizures  ;  where  their  power  is  not  only 
decifive,  but  in  many  refpects  uncontroulable. 

Mean  time  can  the  colonifts  help  wondring  and 
grieving,  that  the  Britifh  legillatuie  fhould  ccf 
with  fuch  high  powers  over  them,  courts  in  whom 
they  appear  to  have  fo  little  confidence  ? 

But  in  the  act  we  are  confidering,  the  powder  of 
thefe  courts,  is  even  much  enlarged, and  made  fill 
more  grievous.  For  it  is  thereby  enacted,  that  tne 
feifor  may  inform,  in  any  court  of  admii  alty  lot 
the  particular  colony,  or  in  any  court  oi  admiial- 
ty  to  be  appointed  over  all  America,  at  his  plea- 
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or  heard,  until  he  find  fureties  to  profecute,  who 
are  to  be  of  known  ability  in  the  place  where  fe- 
curity  is  given.  And  he  being  unknown  in  a  place 
fo  diftant  from  home,  whatever  be  his  eftate,fhall 
be  incapable  of  producing  fuch  fureties. 

3.  The  impowering  commanders  of  the  king’s 
fhips,  to  leize  and  implead,  as  is  done  in  this  aft, 
and  a  former  aft,  and  by  fpecial  commiflion  from 
the  commifiioners  of  the  cuftoms ;  is'  another 
great  hardfhip  on  the  colonies.  The  knowledge, 
of  all  the  ftatutes  relating  to  the  cuftoms,  of  the 
prohibitions  on  exports  and  imports,  and  of  vari¬ 
ous  intricate  cafes  arifing  on  them  ;  requires  a  good 
lawyer.  How  can  this  fcience,  ever  be  expected 
from  men  educated  in  a  totally  different  way  ; 
brought  up  upon  the  boifterous  element ;  and 
knowing  no  law  a-board  their  fhips, but  their  own 
will  ?  Here  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  this  is  not  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  colonies.  The  power  to  thefe  com¬ 
manders  is  given  in  all  parts  of  the  dominions,  as 
well  as  in  the  colonies  :  Why  fhould  they  com¬ 
plain  of  being  under  the  fame  law  as  the  other 
fubjefts  ?  I  anfwer  ;  There  is- this  great  and  eften- 
tial  difference  between  the  cafes  ;  In  Great-Britain 
no  jurifdiftion  is  given  to  any  other  than  the  com¬ 
mon  law  courts  ;  there  too  the  fubjefts  are  near 
the  throne,  where  when  they  are  oppreffed,  their 
complaints  may  foon  be  heard  and  redreffed  :  But 
with  refpeft  to  the  colonies,  far  different  is^  the 
cafe  !  Here,  it  is  their  own  courts  that  try  the 
cauie  !  Here  the  fubjeft  is  far  diftant  from  the 
throne  !  His  complaints  cannot  foon  be  heard  and 
redreffed.  The  boifterous  commander  may  take 
for  his  motto,  Trocul 


Trocui  a  Jove,  a  fulmine  procul. 

The  prefent  decree,  however  unjuft,  deprives 
him  even  of  the  means  of  feeking  redrefs.  The 
judge  with  his  troop,  and  the  proud  captain,  have 
divided  his  wealth  ;  and  he  hath  nothing  to  do, 
but  to  hang  himfelf,  or  to  go  a  begging  in  a 
country  of  beggars. 

There  is  yet  another  very  great  objeftion  the 
colon'ifts  make  to  this  aft,  of  no  lefs  weight  than 
the  other  three.  It  is  this, 

4.  Whereas  it  is  good  law,  that  all  officers  fel¬ 
ling  goods,  feize  at  their  peril  ;  and  if  the  goods 
they  feize  are  not  liable  to  forfeiture,  they  mud: 
pay  the  claimant  his  cod:,  and  are  liable  to  his  ac¬ 
tion  befides :  Which  two  things  have  been  looked 
upon  as  proper  checks  of  exorbitant  wanton  pow¬ 
er  in  the  officer :  Both  thefe  checks  are  taken  oil. 
They,  the  officers  may  charge  the  revenue  with 
the  cofl,  with  the  confent  of  four  of  the  com- 
miffiioners  of  the  cuftoms.  And  if  the  judge  of 
admiralty  will  certify,  that  there  was  probable 
caufe  of  feizure,  no  action  fhall  be  maintained  by 
the  claimant ;  though  his.  goods  on  tryal  appear 
to  be  ever  fo  duly  imported,  and  liable  to  no  fort 
of  forfeiture  ;  and  he  hath  been  forced  to  expend 
ever  fo  much  in  the  defence  of  them.  This  lait 


regulation  is  in  the  aft  peculiarly  confined  to 
America. 

Much  more,  might  be  faid  on  thefe  fubjects  ; 
but  I  aim  at  brevity. 

Let  it  now  be  obferved,  that  the  intcreft  of 

Great-Britain,  is  finally  greatly  affefted  by  thefe 

new  regulations.  We  will  not  here  infid:  on  the 

parental 
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parental  tendernefs  due  from  Great-Britain  to  us, 
and  fuggeft  fhe  mud:  fuifer,  from  fympathy  with 
her  children,  who  have  been  guilty  of  no  undu- 
tiful  behaviour  towards  her  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
have  greatly  increafed  her  wealth  and  grandeur  : 
and  in  this  lad:  war,  have  impoverifhed  themfelvcs 
in  fighting  her  battles.  We  will  fuppofe  her  for 
this  little  moment,  to  have  forgot  the  bowels  of 
a  mother. 

Neither  will  we  dwell  long  on  the  importance 
of  the  precedent.  The  confideration  of  a  million 
and  half  of  Britifh  Subje&s  disfranchifed,  or  put 
under  regulations  aliene  from  our  happy  condi- 
tution  ;  What  pretence  it  may  afford  to  after  mi- 
nifters,  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  itfelf 
after  the  fame  manner.  We  will  fuppqfe  for  the 
prefent,  that  at  a  thoufand  leagues  didance,  crofs 
the  water,  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  will  not  be 
endangered,  by  a  conflagration  of  all  the  colonies. 

Nor  will  wc  mention,  any  poflible  danger  from 
the  alienation  of  the  affections  of  the  colonies, 
from  their  mother  country,  in  cafe  of  a  new  war. 
We  will  fuppofe  them  to  have  that  reverence  for 
the  Englifh  name,  they  are  allowed  to  retain,  that 
they  will  be  as  iavifh  of  what  blood  and  treafure 
remains  to  them,  now  they  are  cut  off  from  all 
thefe  privileges,  as  when  they  could  pleafe  them- 
felves  with  the  fureff  hope,  of  holding  them  invio¬ 
lable. 

What  we  are  now  conddering,  is  how  themeer, 
prefent,  felf,  intereff  of  Great-Britain,  is  affefted 
by  thefe  new  regulations. 


Now 


Now  every  body  knows,  that.' the  greateft  part 
of  the  trade  of  Great-Britain,  is  with  her  colo¬ 
nies.  This  fhe  enjoyeth,  exclusive  of  any  other 
European  country,  and  hath  entirely  at  her  own 
command.  Further  it  may  be  made  out,  that 
the  greatefi  part  of  the  prolits  of  the  trade  or  lire 
colonies,  at  lead  on  the  continent,  centres  in  G. 
Britain.  The  colonifrs,  fettled  in  a  wide  and 
fparfe  manner,  are  perpetually  demanding  the 
linnen,  woolen  and  other  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain.  They  arc  not  yet  fettled  in  fo  contigu¬ 
ous  a  manner,  as  to  be  able  to  manufacture  fuf- 
ficicnt  ft  r  their  own  fupplics.  And  while  they 
can  pay  for  thole  of  Great-Britain,  with  any  pro¬ 
per  remittances, their  demands  will  be  perpetually 
increafmg.  Great-Britain  befides,  is  the  mart 
which  i'upplieth  the  colonies  with  all  the  produce 
of  the  other  countries  in  Europe,  which  the  co¬ 
lonies  life. 

Conf  dering  the  vaft  numbers  fupportedby  thefe 
manufactures,  vended  in  the  colonies,  and  by  foe 
articles  of  foreign  trade  brought  into  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  thence  exported  and  confumed  in  the 
plantations  :  doubtlefs  even  the  luxury  or  the  ce- 
lpnifls  is  the  gain  of  G.  Britain.  So  thought  wile 
minifters  in  the  late  reign  :  on  winch  giound, 
they  repealed  two  or  three  fumptuary  law  s,  made 
in  the  colonies,  for  retraining  that  luxury.  ^ 

Now',  as  the  colonies  have  no  gold  or  fdver 
mines  in  them, it  is  certain  that  ail  then  lemittan 
ces  they  make  mud  be  from  their  trade  :  And  it 
is  obvious,  that  when  the  fources  of  their  remit¬ 
tances  are  cut  off,  the  demands  for  thele  goct.s, 

by 


by  which  To  many  thoufands  are  fupported,  muft 
ceafe.  And  whoever  confidereth  with  any  degree 
of  attention  the  new  regulations,  and  is  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  date  of  the  colonies,  muft  fee  that 
the  evident  tendency  of  them  is  to  cutoff  all  thefe 
fources,  and  to  deftroy  altogether  the  trade  of  the 
colonifts. 

l  • 

One  grand  fource  of  thefe  remittances  is  the 
fiftiery,  which  by  the  duty  of  three  pence  a  gal¬ 
lon  on  moiaftes,  muft  entirely  be  at  an  end.  That 
branch  can  never  bear  the  high  duties  impoled, 
nor  fubftft  without  the  molaffcs  which  the  trade  to 
the  foreign  iflands  furniftieth. — Not  only  bytheir 
connection  with  this,  but  by  the  meer  effect  of 
the  new  regulations,  all  the  other  trade  of  the  co¬ 
lonifts  muft  be  at  an  end.  Thefe  regulations  muft 
break  and  fubdue  the  hearts  of  the  traders  here. 
Trad  f.  is  a  nice  and  delicate  lady  ;  fhe  muft 
be  courted  and  won  by  foft  and  fair  addreffes. 
She  will  not  bear  the  rude  hand  of  a  raviftier. 
Penalties  encrcafed,  heavy  taxes  laid  on,  the  checks 
of  oppreflion  and  violence  removed  ;  thefe  things 
mult  drive  her  from  her  prefent  abode. 


Hence,  one  or  other  of  thefe  conftquences  will 
follow,  either  (i.)  Tfie  colonies  will  univerfally 
go'  into  fttch  manufactures  as  they  are  capable  of 
doing  within  themfelvcs.  Or  (2.)  They  will  do 
without  them  ;  and  being  reduced  to  nicer  nccef- 
farics,  will  be  c loathed  like  their  predeceftors  the 
Indians,  with  the  fkins  of  beafts-and  fink  into  like 

barbeuifm. 


barbarifm.  They  muft  then  adopt  Jack  Straw’s 
Verfes,  *  : 

When  jldam  delved,  and  Eve  /pan, 

IE  ho  was  then  the  Gentleman. 

Now,  either  of  thefe  events  taking  place,  how 
will  it  affect  the  iflatid  of  Great-Britain  ?  The  an- 

fwer  is  obvious - The  exports  to  the  colonies, 

wholly  flopped,  or  greatly  diminifhed,  the  de¬ 
mands  for  thofe  manufactures  in  Great-Britain, 
muft  be  in  proportion  leflened  ;  The  fubfiflance 
of  thofe  manufacturers,  merchants  and  traders, 
whom  this  demand  fupports,  is  then  gone  :  They 
who  live  from  fupplying  thefe  manufacturers, &c. 
muft  decay  and  die  with  them.  Laftly,  as  trade 
may  be  compared  to  a  grand  chain,  made  up  of 
innumerable  links  ;  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
Britifh  trade,  great  as  it  is,  can  bear  the  (hiking 
out  fo  many,  without  greatly  endangering  the 
whole.  ' 

What  now  is  the  equivalent  for  all  this  to  the 
nation  ?  A  tenth  part  of  one  year’s  tax,  at  the 
extent  two  years  rax  upon  the  colonies,  (for  after 
that  time  all  their  money  will  be  gone)  to  be  lod¬ 
ged  in  the  exchequer,  and  thence  iffued  as  the 
parliament  fhall  direct.  Doth  not  this  refemble  the 
conduCf  of  the  good  wife  in  the  fable,  who  killed 
her  lien  that  every  day  laid  her  a  Golden  Egg  ? 

'  THESE 

*  T  imagine  many  (anguine  readers  on  the  Britifh  fide  the  water,  will 
think  this  is  ail  exaggeration  Such  may  he  informed,  that  even 
now  thefe  things  begin  to  appear.  For  two  or  three  years  pad,  ex¬ 
change  from  the  Maifachufetts  m  FngLnd  lias  been  above  parr, 
and  bills  eamefily  bought  up  :  now  the  bills  the  government  have 
to  dilpofc  of,  tho'  fet  at  a  lefs  exchange  than  the  Jail  )car.  and 
tho’  certain  advice  is  recciv  d  that  iiie  meaty  is  in  the  bank, 
sauiot  vend. 


*  THESE  are  the  fentiments  of  a  Britifh  Ameri¬ 
can,  which  he  ventures  to  expofe  to  the  public, 
with  an  honeft  well-meant  freedom.  Born  in  one 
of  the  colonies,  and  defeended  from  anceftors, 
who  were  among  the  firft  planters  of  that  colony; 
he  is  not  afhamed  to  avow  a  love  to  the  country 
that  gave  him  birth  ;  yet  he  hath  ever  exulted  in 
the  name  of  Briton.  He  hath  Never  thought  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  remote  ft  dominions  of  Great 
Britain,  interefted  in  the  wealth,  the  prefperity, 
and  the  glory  ol  the  capital.  And  he  defireth 
ever  to  retain  thefe  filial  lentiments. 

If  the  objections  he  propofeth  are  of  any  weight, 
he  trufts  themeannefs  and  diftance  of  thepropofer, 
fliall  not  aiminilh  that  weight — that  thofe  great 
minds  who  can  comprehend  the  whole  vaft  ma¬ 
chine,  in  one  view, will  not  deem  it  below  them, 
to  infpect  a  ftngle  fmall  wheel  that  is  out  of  order. 

He  concludes  all,  with  his  mod  ardent  wiflies, 
that  the  happy  ifland  of  Great-Britain  may  grow' 
in  wealth,  in  power,  and  glory,  to  yet  greater  de¬ 
grees  ;  that  the  conquefts  it  makes  over  foreign 
enemies,  may  ferve  the  more  to  protect  the  inter¬ 
nal  liberties  of  if  s  fubjefts  :  that  her  colonies  now 
happily  extended,  may  grow  in  filial  affeCfion  and 
dutiful  fubmifllon  to  her  their  mother  :  And  that 
■lhe  k?  return  may  never  forget  her  parental  af- 
feCtions.  That  the  whole  Englifh  empire,  united 
by  the  ftrongeft  bands  of  love  and  intereft,  formi¬ 
dable  to  the  tyrants  and  oppreliors  of  the  earth, 
may  retain  it’s  own  virtue,  and  happily  poiiels 
immortality. — — 

The  £  N  D. 


